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Abstract: 

After the first discovery of rock shelter painting in early 2006, more rock shelters have 

been discovered and identified by the author and his group and perhaps many are yet 

to be discovered. This region appears to have been occupied for a very long duration 

from upper Paleolithic to prehistoric era. The art of early human settlers in this region 

appears to be very rich. Many of the pictograms of tortoise are found and their attributes 

on animal painting as well as geometric motifs was found to be striking. Number of 

animal paintings, though in reasonably good condition, can not be identified as they do 

not resemble with any living animals in this region or Indian sub-continent. The objective 

of the paper is to bring forth the richness and distinctive art of early human settlers in 

this region so that further detailed investigation could be initiated. 

 

 

 Introduction:  

The discovery of rock shelter painting in Satpura-Tapti valley was reported by the author 

and his group [ V.T. Ingole et al, RASI 2007]. This region is known as Ambadevi Rock 

Art region and located on the north-east border of Amravati District (Maharashtra) and 

south border Betul (Madhya Pradesh) (Figure-1).  

 

 

 



 
 

Figure-1  LOCATION MAP OF REGION SHOWING CAVE SHELTERS 
 
 Further to earlier studies this region was visited extensively and studied by the author 
and his group. More than 100 rock shelters suitable for human habitat have been 
discovered so far since 2007.  Thirty of these rock shelters have been found to have 
petroglyphs, pictograms, geometric motifs, cult worship place, and cupules. The said 
site is located  21.55 Deg. N  and  77.5 Deg E   spread over an area of 40 sq. km. at an 
average altitude around 300 to 350 mtrs (MSL). The strata are rocky consisting of 
yellow sand stone, patches of red sand stone, and quartzite layers. At places the sand 
stones are very soft and can be crushed by hand. Due to constant weathering and 
rosion certain patterns of hard strata have emerged resembling Coral ridges (Figure-2)  

 
 

Figure-2  CORAL RIDGE ROCK FORMATION 



 which might be an interesting study for geologists. The mountain comprises three to 

four ranges going from east to west having altitude ranging from 300 to 800 mtrs. The 

lower range is facing the south Deccan peninsula looking over the horizon. This range 

has number of naturally formed rock shelters (Figure-3). 

 
 

 

Figure-3 TYPICAL ROCK SHELTER      Figure-4 HUMPED BULL   
 

 Most of the shelters are facing southward direction. The depth of the shelters varies 

between fractions of metre to few metres. During the exploration we came across many 

hurdles as there were no path ways leave aside cattle paths. However, we used to 

identify shelters from a distance from their outer contour and many a times by hunch.  

Due to non availability of road maps or path on such rocky region while treading we had 

to overcome many hurdles including straight up rocks cliff, dark tunnels, caves, heaps of 

knee deep leaf layers scattered on the floor of the shelters, snakes and wild animals. It 

goes without saying that this expedition would have been impossible without the help of 

local people conversant with the region and terrain.  

Our studies revealed that the settlement of human habitation in this region might have 

started from upper Paleolithic (10ka) to prehistoric (3ka) era. How suddenly this 

habitation and shelters gone into oblivion is a matter of speculation.  The habited 

shelters are generally located near perennial water source like small river tributaries or 

springs. Sand stone strata are advantageous due to the peculiar properties which being 

porous absorbs water during rainy season and forms perennial spring for water source.  

Now there are only signs of such sources sans water. 



During September, 2010 expedition  we examined cluster of rock shelter we found 

twelve number of humped bull identifiable petroglyphs [Figure- 4, 5 ]  

 
 
Figure-5 MULTIPLE BULL PETROGLYPH     Figure-6 TORTOISE FIGURATIVE 
 

 produced by scratching sharp tools. The depth of engraving ranged from 2 to 4 

millimeters and size ranged from 20 to 30 cm. All have prominent humps and horns in 

attacking posture, heads facing at an angle of 10 to 15 degrees towards the right. It was 

further observed that engraving of one humped bull was superimposed on some 

pictogram. This indicates that the pictograms were drawn earlier than the petroglyph.  

Finding as many as twelve humped bull petroglyphs on the same rock surface was quite 

surprising. Perhaps it might be an act of some cult worshiping or part of ritual.   

Interestingly the outline of the humped bull appears to be similar to the bull tablet 

(Harappa Seal) found in Harappa civilization.  

 

During our visit to the said region during 2007 - 2011 we found seven numbers of 

identifiable pictograms of tortoise in various shapes and style. All are artistically drawn 

and beautifully coloured in red pigment (Figure- 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 and 15).  

 



 
 

Figure-6 TORTOISE FIGURATIVE  Figure-7  TORTOISE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure-8 TORTOISE AND FIGURATIVE Figure-9 WILD BOAR AND TORTOISE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure-10 TORTOISE FIGURATIVE         Figure-11 TORTOISE FIGURATIVE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure-12 ANIMAL WITH TORTOISE FIGURATIVE                    Figure-13 DEER WITH TORTOISE FIGURATIVE 
 

 

 

 

 


